Sharing His Army’s
Dangers and Demo-
cratic Ways Make
Him Most Popular

ING ALBERT of Belgium eelebrates
K to-morrow the forty-third anniver-
sary of his birth, and many hearts will go
out to that little eormer of Belgian terri-
tory to which he withdrew with the rem-
nanls of his gallant army close upon four
years ago, eonverting it into an impreg-
nable stronghold, from which the Germans
have sought in vain lo drive him.

He might have joined his Ministers in
the French seaport of Havre, where the
seat of the Belgian Government has been
cstablished since the (Germans took posses-
sion first of Bruzsels and then of Antwerp.
Or he could have followed the example
of King Nicholas of Montenezro and
taken up his residence in Paris, where Le
is an objeet of popular admiration by rea-
son of the heroie resistance which he of-
fered to the (lerman armies when the
Kaiser invadad F'rance via Belgium. But
be chose o stay with his army.

The odda that confronted King Albert
when the Germans undertook to traverse
his territory into France were overwhelm-
ing. He bravely faced them, and it was
the unexpected olstacls which the Ger-
mans encountered in Belgium, especially
at Liege, that delayed (heir advanee suffi-
ciently to give time to the Freneh and
Finglish to prepare for their reception and
to stem the Hun drive upon Calais and

Paris.

Balked the Kaiser's War Plan.

Had it not been for ibe fight put up by
King Albert in the early days of the
war there is no doubt that the Kaiser
would have accomplished his design of
reaching Paris and Calais before the end
of August, 1914. Under the circumstanees
it is no exaggeration to asserl that Pans
owes her sufety in the present war and her
immunity from sieg> and possible eapture
to King Albert, without whose resistaner
in Belgium in the, beginuing of August
there would have been no battle of the
Marne in September. That is why the
Pansians have a particuiarly warm place
in their hearts for King Albert.

Weleome though he would be among
them, be has preferred to remain among
his troops in that little eorner of Belgian
seacoast territory where he has made bis
home with his admirable consort for close
upon four vears and where the daily and
nightly booming of the (erman 5
alternates with the thunder of the waves
on (he seashore. Fvery now and aguin
things are livened up there by visitations
of German airplanes bent upon bombing
the unpretentious villa in which the King
and Queen reside or the hospitals, which
are au ohject of the daily eare of the royal
conple; while Sunday morning at mass
time is usually chosen by the Kaiser's
aviators for their endeavors to wreck the
small church in which Albert‘and Eliza-
beth perform their devoiions.

Idolize King Despite Nation's Woe.

What the sufferings of the people of
Belgium have been sinee the greater part
of their native land bas been subject to
Tenton thraldom is known here in the
New World. Not a week passes withoat
some new story reaching us of German
barbarity in the invaded regions of King
Albert’s dominion=. Beslial savagery and
oatrage, famine and pillage, forced lnbor
and indesceribable tortures have been the
daily fare of the unhappy Relgians. And
vet, in the very lowest depths of their un-
utterahle despair, they still continue to
idolize their Kinzg and to extol him for
having sacrificed eversthing to the m-
tional honor of Belgium by declining to
permit the free passage of the Teuton
armies through Belgian territory for the
invasion of Franee.

Never one word of reproach do they
ntter against him for having refused with
indignation to vome to an understanding
with the Kaiser about the matter, which
would have averted many of the evils
which havé fallen to their share. They
are more proud of their King than ever,
and the faet that they are now quivering
under the Kaizer's heel has rendered them
more than ever devoted to the rule and
person of their own sovereign.

No monarch is more deserving of the

Albert of Belgium

His Insistence on
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admiration of th American people than
Albert of Belginm. Alone g the
wecupants of the thrones of the Dld World
he insisted, prior to his secession to the
crown, upon paying a prolonged visit to
the United States, declarmg that without
it bis edueation would be inecomplete. He
held that a knowledge of this eountry and
of its people was an indispensable equip-
ment for the duties of rulership and that
lie would be better qualified to serve his
licges as their King if his tr2ining re-
ceived an American finish.

His sojourn in the United States dif-
fered from that of all other royal and
imperial visitors in that it was in defer-
ence to his own demands entirely devoid
of all fuss and feathers. Afler paying
his respeets in due form to the President
at Washington he laid aside his royal
state, enveloped himself in the sirietest
of ineognitos and then devoted himself to
a quiet and entirely unobtrusive tour of
the entire Union.  °

It ‘was the great industrial eentres that
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excited his chief interest and in which he
made the longest stays. He accorded
more lime and sitention to Pittsburg than
to Philadelphia, and to Buffalo and Roch-
-eiter than to New York; to Lynn and to
Worcester, Mass., than to Boston, and to
Providence than to Newport, R. I. At
most of the places where he stayed the
people remained unaware of his identity,
regarding him as a foreign engineer, for
he has a strong bent toward every kind
of engineering.

His experiences in Amcrica, extending
over a period of nearly twelve moaths,
seem to have opened his eyes_te the ad-
vantages of journslism. For after his
return home he commenced to write under
an assumed name for weekly papers and

‘monthly pnbhutm dgvotd to industrial

and maritime engineering.
Eventually he secured {rom one of thes
weekly newspapers a eard made out in the
name which-he had taken as member of ita
staff. In the eapaeity of its representative
and reporier he therenpon visited all the
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HOULD any one objeet that the
placing of a bell with the elock in
the new eupola of New York's City Hall
to toll the hours to the downtown popu-
lation smacks too much of a small vil-
lage, it may be recalled that so large a
community a3 London has never disdained
town elocks.

Compared with some of the timepieces
in the British metropelis the City Hall
clock will be a modest affair, the single
bell weighing only 1500 pounds. This
was cast forty years ago for the village
of Tremont and was used to warr Tro-
monters of visits by the fire demon. It
bevame the property of the city when the
little burg was annexed.

The Westminster eloek in London has
five bells, the smallest of them weighing
2100 pounds, while the largest, Old Ben,
which strikes the hours, weighs thirteen
and a half tons.

But if New York's new town eloek is
to be somewhat insignificant in compan-
son, there remain others in and near the
¢ity which will continue to uphold this
town's reputation for remarkable time-
pieces. The Colgate elock, commanding
the North River from its position on
the Jersey City water front, is in a class
by itself among all the elocks of the
world. There is only one dial, but that
is thirty-eight feet in diameter, messured
from inside the black cirele of numerals.
It has an area of more than 1,134 square
fect, 544 more square feet than in the
face of the eloek on the Philadelphia
City Hall.

The minute hand is twenty feet long
and its tip end travels twenty-four inehes
every minute. The hour hand measures
fifteen feet. The pendulum weighs 350
pounds and the weight that moves the
smechanism 2,000 pounds.

Two bundred persons eould stand on
the face of the dial if it were laid flat on
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the ground. On a clear day the hands
and numerals may be distinguished for
three miles.

The Colgate elock has been ticking
away the bours since May, 1908. Before
that time the cloek in the tower of the
St. Rombaud Cathedral, in Malines, Bel-
gium, held the world’s record for- size,
but it is now no more, the Germans hav-
ing demolished it when they bombarded
the city in September, 1914. The famous
chimes of St. Rombaud also were de-
stroyed. The extreme diameter of the
Malines dial was thirtyseven and a
half feet, six inches less than that of the
Colgate clock.

The clock in the Metropolitan Life
tower has four dials, cach 2614 feet across
and each runs independently of the others.
The figures are four feet high. A master
clock on the ground floor controls the en-
tire mechanism and that of a bhundred
other clocks in the building. The chimes
weigh from 7,000 to 13,000 pounds.

The dials in the elock of Trinity Church
are twelve feet in diameter and the largest
bell in the chimes weighs 7,000 pounds.
St. Paul's clock, which is wound by hand,
was put in place in the last century.

The clock in front of the Hall of Ree-
ords is one of the most expensive in the
country, the cost having been more than
535,000. The movemenl controls the
clocks in all the several departments of
the building. Tt stopped one day several
years ago al 4 o'clock in the afterncen
and the elerks in the Register's office
worked eleven minutes overtime before
they realized they were giving their ser-
vices for mothing.

Cooper Union's elock is regarded as ene
of the best in New York. It also operates
a system in the different offices of the
building. In the Hoboken termjnal of the
Lackawanns Railroad is a self-winding
clock with a dial diameter of twelve feet.
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Sovereign’s Private
Life Ideal and His
Education Much
Broadened by Wide
Travel Incognito

principal shipbuilding and marine engi-.
neering coneerns in Great Britain, Franes,
Italy and Germany, travelling alone and
exeiting some interest by reason of his

the throne he made a prolonged tour im
Alriea charseterized by the same simplie-
ity.ulanol_ﬁmsimlllshdnrhl
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married as Princess Antoinette Murat.
His Marriage & Love Match.

King Albert’s irreproachable life is also
due to his wife, Queen Elizabeth.
marrisges a3 a role are the result of
dynastie arrangements, internztional pel-
iey and diplomatic negotiation. His was
a love match pure and simple and such it
has remained ever sinece, the trials, the
sorrows, the hardships and the dangers
which they have shared in common during
the last four years having served to bring
them even more closely together.

The Queen is a danghter of that Duke
Charles Theodore of Bavaria whd aequired
ecelebrity as an oculist and who devoted
his entire life to administering to the
poor free of cost, reseuing many thou-
sands from blindness. But Queen Eliza-
beth, like King Albert, has closed her
doors forever to her German relatives and
cut herself entirely adrift from them not
only for the duration of the war bat for
all time. For neither one nor the other
of this royal couple can ever forget or for-
give what their loyal people have suffered
at German hands sinee July, 1914, s
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